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CURSILLO

A way of Living, 

uniquely gifted,

for bringing about the

New

EVANGELIZATION
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Cursillo (cur SEE yo) is a voluntary Lay

Movement of the Catholic Church started

in Spain, which presents a method and

strategy for living basic Christian Ideals.

The inherent message of Cursillo is to

share one’s Christianity in the normal

everyday activities of life … with your

family, in your workplace, in your

neighborhood, in your parish community,

and throughout the whole world.

Our Mission is the Church’s mission.

We’re fully Catholic, and obedient to the

Magisterium. Cursillo was endorsed by

Pope Paul VI (1966), Pope John Paul II

(1980) mentioned Cursillo as one of the

tools of the New Evangelization, and

Pope Francis (2011) wrote an inspiring

letter encouraging cursillistas in their

work in Argentina.

Cursillo in the Archdiocese of Detroit is a

voluntary lay administered organization

founded in 1962, and focused on

evangelization. Cursillo collects no dues

or fees of its member participants.

ULTREYA is published Monthly by the

English Language CURSILLO Movement

of the Archdiocese of Detroit. Views and

/ or opinions expressed in this newsletter

are those of the authors and contributors,

only, and not necessarily the views of the

AOD.

Contributors can submit information,

articles, artwork or other information to

the publisher, Gordon T. Peck at

gordontpeck@aol.com for inclusion in

the Newsletter. Archived copies of the

Newsletter are available on the Detroit

Cursillo website:

I WANT TO SEE !
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Tuesday February 23, 2016

ULTREYA and 1st

Reunion for Women’s 

Weekend #392
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm                    

Saint Benedict’s Church

Waterford, MI

Saturday March 12, 2016

ULTREYA and 2nd

Reunion for Women’s 

Weekend #392
10:00 am – 11:30 am                    

Saint Malachy Church

Sterling Heights, MI

Tuesday March 22, 2016

ULTREYA
7:30 pm – 9:00 pm                    

Saint Benedict’s Church

Waterford, MI

Cursillo 
Calendar

Sterling Heights (2nd Saturday)               

St. Malachy Parish
(Rectory Basement)                                            
10:00 – 11:30 am                                  
Sterling Heights                           
14115 Fourteen Mile Rd.                 
Sterling Heights, MI 48312-6506        
Barb Davis  586 228 0264

Waterford (4th Tuesday)                  
St. Benedict Church
7:30 – 9:00 pm                                                  
80 Lynn Street                             
Waterford, MI 48328                              
Rita Etlinger 248 682 7482

Ultreyas !
Reconnect with your Fourth Day 
Community; attend an ULTREYA 
near you, this month!



SECRETARIAT:

Spiritual Director:

Fr. Chris Talbot

Associates:

Fr. Paul Ballien

Fr. Mark Brauer

Fr. Vic Clore

Fr. Charles Morris

Deacon Don Baross

Deacon Steve Mitchell

Deacon Robert Modes

Deacon Paul  Mueller

Deacon Jack Parent

Deacon Tom Sliney

Lay Directors:

Ann Sliney                  248.689.4261

Tony D’Amico             248.703.4312

Treasurer:

Joan Modes             313.533.8269

Secretary:

Marie Garavaglia   313.383.2391

Weekend Coordinators:

Vacant 

PreCursillo Coordinators:

Karen Jogan               313.570.4841

Ann Modes                 248.280.4957

School of Leaders / Newsletter:

Gordon Peck              586.296.9878

PostCursillo Coordinators

Ultreya Rectors:

Barbara Davis            586.228.0264

Rita Etlinger               248.682.7482

Website:

Richard Schnur          586.477.0427
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C H R I S T   I S    
C O U N T I N G   

O N    U S !

be
Still

I AM
and

Know



Fourth Day Reflections

LIVING

CURSIILLO 

for a 

DECADE
- Gordon Peck

One night in September 2005, I was in the

home of John Murphy discussing the

upcoming Men’s Retreat for Saint Malachy

Church. With us was Gerry Gerbe. We

were pleasantly excited about the

upcoming Retreat at Saint Paul of the

Cross Retreat Center. Gerry had attended

several times and John had gone once or

twice before, but this was my first time.

Just as I was about to tell them about my

friend Steve’s call…Gerry interrupted me

and began to promote yet another

Retreat…something he called Cursillo.

“Well I’m going to Cursillo, already”, I said.

Wonderful, I’ll see you there because I’m

on the Team. John decided that very

moment to attend as well. And that’s how I

came to begin living Cursillo…well, not

exactly, there is much more to this

reflection.

My friend, Steve Hillier had made his

Cursillo Weekend in 1987, when the

movement was in it’s “ecumenical phase”.

Steve told me about DeColores, but he

(correctly) surmised that I would want to

make my Weekend in the Catholic Cursillo

Movement. So, he called me in 2002 to tell

me that there was going to be a Cursillo

Weekend at Our Lady Queen of Peace.

“Sign me up!”, I responded. Steve picked

me up on Thursday night and drove me to

the Cursillo. Steve knew many of the men

at the Retreat and he began talking with

them, after a while I thought he had left the

retreat site. I began to introduce myself to

the others and found a seat at a table.

An older man, in a flannel shirt (Father Jim

Mayworm), came into the room and

declared that we would have to cancel the

Weekend. I remember smiling at

him…waiting for the punch line. But this

was no joke. Some team members were

unable to be there and some of the Rollos

were not ready. Steve came back, from

upstairs. He had been with other sponsors

and they received the same news. He

quietly drove me home. We didn’t say a

word on that return drive.

Needless to say, my first impression of

Cursillo was not what I had anticipated.

Two years later Steve called me again. He

had good news, there was going to be

another Men’s Weekend. The only problem

was that it began the next day.
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Well, I was scheduled to go to Chicago on

business the next day, so unfortunately I

could not accept the invitation.

In the autumn of 2005, Steve called me

again…and a few days later Gerry Gerbe

invited John Murphy to the same Weekend,

as I mentioned previously. The three of us

were very excited.

My sponsor Steve and his wife, Mary,

picked me up and took me to the obligatory

dinner on Thursday night. While they were

both very loving and pleasant that night,

neither seemed to be in a hurry. Perhaps I

was too anxious. We arrived at Saint Rita’s

Church in Detroit (on State Fair Street)

around 7:30 pm…about a half hour after we

were supposed to be there. When I walked

up to the lady that was checking everyone

in (Diane Russell), she exclaimed that we

were LATE. “I’m late”, I shouted back,

“look at that check, I’ve been waiting four

years for this Weekend!”

Diane looked at the “deposit” check that

was paper clipped to my application. The

date written on the check was 2002. The

date on this evening was January 26, 2006.

Cursillo was struggling in those days.

Because I had experienced a modified form

of the Cursillo Weekend with Incarcerated

Youth Ministries, I thought I knew

everything about this event. But I was

wrong. I knew that (for sure) when on

Friday night I found myself in the lovely

little chapel at Saint Rita’s with the other

men in prayer. Group A was seated across

from my group and we alternated in reading

the passages from the Pilgrim’s Guide.

The room was illuminated by a single

candle. The light from this candle sparkled

in the tiny stained glass clerestory windows

that framed the space.

There was a beauty in the male voices

speaking to God and listening for HIS

reply. I knew something unusual was

happening to me when moisture began to

form on my cheeks.

This feeling in my chest continued to grow

the next day, and the day after that. I

heard scripture quoted that I knew very

well, but it was strangely like I was

hearing it for the first time. These simple

talks seemed to be progressively building

in content and the witnesses were

stunning. I began to dread returning to

the world…I liked it here. I wanted

Cursillo to go on and on…what was that

meeting called? Ultreya?

My Rector was Sam Toia…beloved Sam.

Father Mark Brauer, who with Father Ron

Milligan and Deacon Bob Delbeke were

the Spiritual Directors…Father Mark

called Sam a teddy bear. Other team

members were Larry Davis, Chip Farrar,

Tim Newton, Gerry Gerbe, Ron Manzitti,

Jim Lotito, Ken Lomasney and Mike

Dungey. Little did I know then how

precious the friendship of these men

would become to me.

Our first Group Reunion was at OLQP,

and Sam asked me to present the talk on

Palanca. (That custom seems to have

slipped away recently). This meeting, this

Ultreya had some of the sparkle of the

Weekend. Strangers hugged and poured

out their hearts in discussions. I couldn’t

understand how some of the candidates

from my Weekend (#370) had decided to

skip this Reunion. The other great

surprise of Cursillo was the women. At

the Ultreya I met, Joyce, Virginia, Grace,

Irene, Rita, Lynne, Janet, Laurie, and

Helen…and many others. Helen taught

me that we are “living Cursillo”.



When the next Men’s Weekend (#371)

formed I was asked to be part of it. Chip

was the Rector. He assigned me the Ideal

Rollo. Saint Rita’s was closed. This

Weekend would occur at Saint

Bartholomew…Cursillo was searching for a

home.

A few month’s after this, we were informed

that the Saturday Ultreya could not occur at

Our Lady Queen of Peace, after the current

month. Now we had to scramble for a

home for the Ultreya. That’s how the

Saturday Ultreya ended up at Saint

Malachy Church in Sterling Heights. I

asked our Pastor and he gave us the

Rectory basement.

About this same time, Joyce Toia, the Lay

Director the lay director of the Movement

came up with the novel idea of a one-day

Cursillo Revival. Attendance at Ultreyas

had been stagnant or declining and a

number of cursillistas whose names I heard

mentioned frequently, but had yet to meet,

had not been seen around Cursillo for

some years. The first Revival in 2009 was

moderately successful, but the second

brought out many of the old stalwarts of the

movement. The result was that the next

Men’s Weekend #377, had 18 candidates,

many more than the 8 we had on my

Weekend or the 7 who showed up for

Weekend #371.

Joyce was also instrumental in finding a

place for our Weekends. The new home

was St. Mary’s Retreat Center in Oxford…a

distance for many, but a place that could

not be taken away from us. Thanks to the

efforts of many individuals, Cursillo went

from an organization that was most likely to

have to reschedule a Weekend… to having

solidly two Women’s and two Men’s

Weekends every year.

Besides Ultreya and Grouping there was

another event going on in Cursillo…it was

called the School of Leaders. I read

about it in the Cursillo literature available

on the national website. Leaders…that

was for me. So I showed up on Monday

night and discovered only three others in

attendance…Grace Conant who was the

coordinator, Chip Farrar and Barb Davis.

It was a great meeting, but I was

surprised that there were so few

attending. The next month only Grace

and Chip were there.

Not too long after this, as one of the

Saturday morning Ultreyas was

concluding I saw Joyce Toia and Grace

Conant talking together and looking in my

direction. They indicated for me to come

to them. “I think you’d make a good

coordinator for the School of Leaders”,

Joyce told me while Grace nodded

affirmatively. I must have deliberated for

fifteen to twenty seconds before

accepting. Sometimes I think the Lord

makes me blind to the challenges in order

that I’ll at least attempt the task.

My first effort was to switch the time of the

School to Saturday, immediately following

the Ultreya. Marginally successful, this

proved to be less effective as time went

on, because many could not stay for three

of four hours for Ultreya and then for the

School. So I switched the School to the

third Saturday; same place as the Ultreya.

One Saturday…I was sitting there by

myself…nobody had showed up, when

suddenly, a man came in and introduced

himself, Paul Sevin. We had a great

conversation. Another time, only Helen

MacDonnell showed up…another great

conversation. Helen had gone to

Mallorca, and met Eduardo Bonnin.
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Meanwhile, I decided that the Newsletter

might serve as a good supplementary aid

to the School of Leaders. The Newsletter

began being published in it present form

in December 2010. A number of

cursillistas have taken advantage of the

opportunity to share a faith filled message

with our Movement. Contributors include

Deacon Paul Mueller, Joyce Toia, Paul

Sevin, Rita Etlinger, Janet Schnur, Lynne

Pfannes, and many others.

This past year, the School of Leaders

switched from a monthly format (in which

attendance averaged 11-17) to half day

C.L.U.E. Workshops. These Workshops,

which present and discuss the doctrine

and technique of the Weekends, have

been very successful (see January 2016

issue of Ultreya). This success is due

mostly to the efforts of Rita Etlinger, Marie

Garavaglia, Ann Modes, Karen Jogan,

Ann Sliney, Larry Davis and Barb Davis.

So how has Cursillo shaped my life? I

must say that as I look about our world I

see many things that cause me a sense

of trepidation. Rather than give in to fear,

I constantly strive to recall the words of

the Psalmist…”The Lord is my Light and

my Salvation, of who should I be afraid.”

And at the same time, I know it is the

calling of every man and woman to

become a disciple of Christ. Jesus calls

us…sometimes it is from a small chapel

at Saint Rita’s Church with men in prayer

in a room illuminated by a single

candle….sometimes it is in the midst of a

C.L.U.E. Workshop. Wherever we are, it

is vitally important to remember to, make

a friend, be a friend, and bring that friend

to Christ.

MEN’s WEEKEND #393

May 12-15, 2016

Saint Paul of the Cross 

Retreat Center

Detroit, MI

Sign Up 

your male friends, Now!  

Forms available at:
www.cursillodetroit.com 

If you would like to share your own 
Fourth Day Reflection; send an 

article or contact Gordon Peck at  
gordontpeck@aol.com.  Articles 

can be any length and we can help 
you write it, if you prefer.  
May the LORD Bless You.



Saint Rita Church and School

opened in 1926; merged with Saint

Bartholomew in 2005-6 and closed

forever in 2008. These photos were

taken after the closing.
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1. Paul Sevin

2. Tony D’Amico

3. Mike Emmerling

4. Ralph Abad

5. Tony Serio

6. Gary Wakeford

7. Kim Mosier

8. Marty Solomon

9. Tom Guswiler (Rector)

10. Deacon Bob Modes

11. Jerry Martin

12. Jack Withrow

13. Bill Grill

14. George Seroka

15. Father Vic Clore

16. Tom Lewis

17. Joseph Domonkos

18. David Minnick

19. Deacon Kevin Breen

20. Jim Reno

21. Tim Gelletley

22. Ralph Jaworkski

23. Scott Martin

Not Shown:

Father Paul Ballien

Father Chris Talbot

Father Jim Mayworm

The Greatest Weekend, Ever !
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The Gospel of Mark
Dr. Mary Healy
Baker Academic 2008

The Screwtape Letters
C. S. Lewis
Harper Collins 1942

The Imitation of Christ
Thomas à Kempis
Random House 1984 - 1434

The Life of Christ
Archbishop Fulton Sheen
Doubleday 1958



COME HOLY SPIRIT 

Come Holy Spirit, 

fill the hearts of Your faithful 

and kindle in us the fire of Your love. 

Send forth Your Spirit 

and we shall be created. 

And You shall renew the face of the earth. 

Oh God, Who by the light of the Holy Spirit 

did instruct the hearts of the faithful 

grant that by that same Holy Spirit 

we may be truly wise 

and ever rejoice 

in His consolations 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Pray for Our 

Spiritual Directors

and hosts 

of our Ultreyas
Father Chris Talbot

Deacon Jack Parent

Father Don Archambault

Father Paul Ballien

Deacon Steve Mitchell

Father Charles Morris

Deacon Bob Modes

Father Ron DeHondt

Deacon Don Baross

Father Mark Brauer

Deacon Tom Sliney

Father Joseph Gembala

Deacon Paul Mueller

Father Vic Clore

Father Jack Baker

Father James Mayworm

…they’re praying for us!

Father Maurice Pierce…

Father Ron Milligan…

Pray for us!
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Final Word  

YOU ARE SENT, CURSILLISTAS…GO!

MAKE a FRIEND, BE a FRIEND,
BRING a FRIEND to CHRIST

16

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be
enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all went
to be enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the
town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child. While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth
to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn. Now there were shepherds in that
region living in the fields and keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of the
Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
struck with great fear. The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David a
savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord. And this will be a sign for you:
you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly
there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

Psalm 27 : 1, 4, 13-14

The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom should I fear?

The LORD is my life’s refuge;
of whom should I be afraid?
One thing I ask of the LORD; this I seek:
To dwell in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life,
That I may gaze on the loveliness of the LORD
and contemplate his temple.
I believe that I shall see the bounty of the LORD

in the land of the living.
Wait for the LORD with courage;
be stouthearted, and wait for the LORD.


